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The Commands of Our Lord

“Be Zealous”

Past issues of these letters may be read at http://livingtheology.com/letters.htm and I encourage you to catch up with them if you have not received earlier letters.  Other writings of mine are at http://LivingTheology.com and I pray they will be helpful. The author is solely responsible for the content of these letters and they do not represent any particular denomination.  
Rev 3:19 “Those whom I love, I reprove and discipline; be zealous therefore, and repent.”
I have already written a letter on our Lord’s command to repent (LT 0702, January 14, 2007).  I recommend a further reading of that letter in your spare time.  The fact that God reproves and disciplines us is also certainly worth a study but that is not a command to us.  The command to be zealous is one that I have not written about and I think it deserves attention now.

To begin studying a word that is not normally part of our daily vocabulary I like to go to a dictionary to make sure that I fully understand the use of the word.  One set of definitions of the word zealous is: “full of, characterized by, or due to zeal; ardently active, devoted, or diligent.  Here are some synonyms: enthusiastic, eager, fervid, fervent, intense, passionate, and warm.”
A definition in terms of a closely related word such as “due to zeal” for zealous is not very helpful, so some clear definitions of zeal are: “fervor for a person, cause, or object; eager desire or endeavor; enthusiastic diligence; ardor.”
Two synonyms for zeal are: “intensity, passion”.  An antonym for zeal is: “apathy”.

All of us know that Paul was extremely zealous in his study and application of the Jewish religion.  He certainly states this characteristic in the following:

Gal 1:14 “and I was advancing in Judaism beyond many of my contemporaries among my countrymen, being more extremely zealous for my ancestral traditions.”

He even puts the adjective “extremely” in front of zealous to describe his dedication to his religion.  

Paul also describes a purpose of the work of Jesus that He would purify for Himself a people who would be zealous for good deeds:
Titus 2:14 “who gave Himself for us, that He might redeem us from every lawless deed and purify for Himself a people for His own possession, zealous for good deeds.”

We Christians are supposed to be extremely zealous for serving our Lord.  Unfortunately I see a lot of people whose attitude toward serving Jesus is better described by the word’s antonym “apathetic”.  Please give some time to thinking of examples in which you can be more zealous in your service to Jesus such as in worship and in giving of time and other resources.  Part of being zealous for serving the Lord also involves knowing and using our spiritual gifts.  The purpose of using our spiritual gifts is for the edification of the entire church body:

1Cor 14:12 “So also you, since you are zealous of spiritual gifts, seek to abound for the edification of the church.”
We should be more zealous for serving our Lord Jesus Christ than for anything else in our lives.  Does this zealousness permeate your life today?  Does your worldview reveal your zealousness for your Lord Jesus Christ?  If not, then we need to carefully examine our mind to see what is keeping us from being zealous for our Lord.  Reading again our verse for today we also see that if we are not zealous then we are targets of the loving rebuke and discipline of Jesus!   The amount of zealousness that we have for serving Jesus reveals our measure of love for our Lord.  
Never forget the terrifying warning of Jesus:

Matt 7:21 "Not everyone who says to Me, 'Lord, Lord,' will enter the kingdom of heaven; but he who does the will of My Father who is in heaven.

Matt 7:22 "Many will say to Me on that day, 'Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in Your name, and in Your name cast out demons, and in Your name perform many miracles?'

Matt 7:23 "And then I will declare to them, 'I never knew you; depart from Me, you who practice lawlessness.'
Be zealous for serving the Lord Jesus Christ.

